Bladder and urethral injuries associated with fractures of the pelvis in Zaria, Nigeria.
Among 3540 trauma patients received at the A.B.U. Hospital, Zaria between 1972 and 1982, 350 had fractures of the pelvis, and 127 of these had associated injuries of the urinary bladder and urethra. They comprised 90 men and 37 women. Bladder and urethral contusion were the commonest injuries in 56 patients who required only catheter drainage. Surgical explorations and repairs were necessary in 71. Of the anatomical categories, pelvic posterior fractures occurred in 55 patients and were associated with a larger proportion of major non-urinary injuries, ruptured bladder and a greater fatality rate.